
1

EGEC Newsletter April 2017

The voice of the Geothermal Sector in Europe

EDITORIAL POLICY EVENTSPROJECTSNEWS

Dear Members of EGEC,

dear readers of this newsletter,

We have announced that changes are coming for EGEC, but in 
April we saw some changes in the International Geothermal 
Association (IGA) too: Dr. Marit Brommer has joined IGA as 
the new Executive Director. EGEC congratulates her and wish 
her success.

In the last few months, our association has undergone 
several changes, with a new President, a new Board, a new 
staff structure, and a new answer to the future energy and 
climate policy framework 2020-2030. 

It is to reflect those changes, and to make the case for 
geothermal energy in the current and future energy 
policy framework, that, in May, EGEC will have an updated 
identity, with a refreshed logo, a new website, and plenty 
of innovations. This newsletter too will have a new format.

This is for us another step forward towards implementing 
our strategy for promoting and strenghtening the role of 
geothermal in the energy mix. 

The new EGEC logo will still recall to the original mark which 
has been our signature since the founding of the Association 
in 1998, but it will do so while also looking and the future 
and reflecting the values professed by the organisation and 
its members – professionalism, reliability, dynamism and 
modernity. 

The EGEC Geothermal Market Report will also be released 
in May in a completely renovated layout. This edition is a 
five-year assessment of the electricity, district heating and 
geothermal heat pump sectors. In these last five years (2012-
2016), a substantial number of projects have been developed 
throughout Europe, and geothermal energy is on its way to 
become a key player in the European energy market. 

The use of geothermal energy, particularly for heat, is 
slowly but steadily increasing across Europe. Analysing the 

development of both the electricity and the heat sectors until 
December 2016, the report shows growth in all areas, but 
notes that the potential is far from met. Higher ambitions are 
needed if Europe is to fully benefit from this energy source.

The report also shows that interesting new projects have 
emerged, but that unfortunately not all projects in the 
pipeline have been realized yet. In this respect, it should not 
be forgotten that project development, from the moment a 
geothermal project is officially announced to the first heat 
or power delivered, is usually in the order of 4-7 years. It is 
for this reason that this report presents not only the plants 
in operation, but also those under development and under 
investigation. 

The report will officially be unveiled on May 10th in Brussels, 
in a private reception following a round table on “Clean 
Energy for all Europeans: Towards a new energy market with 
flexible RES power and renewable heating and cooling”.

I wish you an interesting read.

Ruggero Bertani

A word from the EGEC president

Ruggero Bertani at the opening session of EGC 2016. Source: EGEC
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POLICY

6th Edition // Soon to be 
available in May 2017

The only assessment of the entire 
geothermal sector in Europe. 
Now completely revamped and 
including, for the first time, an 
overview of the global geothermal 
market.

EGEC GEOTHERMAL
MARKET REPORT 

2016

FULL REPORT AVAILABLE 
FOR EGEC MEMBERS ONLY

Energy labelling legislation: towards a 
new set of energy efficiency classes

The confusing European eco-labelling scale, where the 
“A” class is far from being the most efficient grade, might 
soon be coming to an end. The current agreement 
between the European Commission, Council and the 
Parliament aims to streamline the existent efficiency 
classes and make “A” the highest rank instead of “A+++”, 
in order to ease consumer decisions and reduce the 
perception of inefficient product as efficient. The text 
will be voted on in the European Parliament’s ITRE 
committee on April 25th, in Plenary on June 14th, and 
adopted by the Council at the end of June.

New documentation available for 
EGEC members 

EGEC’s on the proposal for a recast Renewable Energy 
Directive and EGEC’s briefing note on crowdfunding are 
available for consultation by EGEC’s members . EGEC 
developed a 2-page note summarizing the general 
forms that crowdfunding may take, from “gifts” to 
equity investment, and explaining how this tool can 
be integrated in renewable energy projects.

Click here to play the video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IXaE-h7XsnY&t
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NEWS

GEOTHERMICA launches its Call for 
Actions

The GEOTHERMICA initiative for geothermal research has 
now published  its Call Text and Guideline for Applicants 
for the first transnational call. Together with financial 
support from the European Commission, GEOTHERMICA 
will launch joint projects that demonstrate and validate 
novel concepts of geothermal energy deployment 
within the energy system, and that identify paths to 
commercial large-scale implementation.  More details 
are available here.

DEEPEGS drilled the world’s hottest well

The DEEPEGS project, partly funded by the EU, recently 
drilled the world’s deepest well in an active volcanic 
area - the HS Orka geothermal field in Iceland, reaching 
a depth of 4 659 metres. The project hopes to tap into 
the limitless supply of geothermal energy by accessing 
searing hot water under such extreme pressure that it’s 
in a supercritical state, which has properties of both a 
gas and a liquid. Read the full article here.

New State Aid Scheme in Romania 
to encourage production of energy 
from biomass, biogas and geothermal 
resources

The Romanian Government has approved a new state 
aid scheme aimed to support investments for promoting 
energy production from less exploited renewable 
resources, namely biomass, biogas, geothermal energy. 
The New Support Scheme is applicable until 2020 and 
has a total allocated budget of EUR 100,630,588. More 
information here.

5th Global District Energy Climate 
Awards

Nominations are open for the Global District Energy 
Climate Awards, which bring together heating and 
cooling experts from around the world to recognise 
District Energy projects, schemes and initiatives 
demonstrating a high level of energy efficiency and 
innovation. Deadline for application is15 June 2017, 
Click here for more information on the award and om 
how to apply. Website: www.districtenergyaward.org

Credit: Chris Baraniuk/ DEEPEGS

http://www.geothermica.eu/call-to-action/
https://horizon-magazine.eu/article/engineers-drill-worlds-hottest-well-hoping-clean-energy-eruption_en.html
http://actmedia.eu/energy-and-environment/new-state-aid-scheme-in-romania-to-encourage-production-of-energy-from-biomass-biogas-and-geothermal-resources/69237
http://actmedia.eu/energy-and-environment/new-state-aid-scheme-in-romania-to-encourage-production-of-energy-from-biomass-biogas-and-geothermal-resources/69237
http://egec.info/5th-global-district-energy-climate-awards/
http://www.districtenergyaward.org
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PROJECTS: RHC ETIP

Innovation in the renewable 
heating and cooling sector: 
Present your project at the 
RHC ETIP annual event!  

RHC ETIP Annual Event: 20th June 2017 

The European Technology and Innovation Platform on Renewable Heating & Cooling (RHC-ETIP) will organise the 
2017 edition of its annual event on 20th June in Brussels, during the European Sustainable Energy Week (EUSEW). 
The event will the place in the morning at CENELEC, Avenue Marnix 17, Brussels, Belgium, and it will be followed 
by the technology panel meetings in the afternoon and by the RHC ETIP Board meeting on 21 June. Registration 
will be free of charge but mandatory. Further information on the agenda and the registration procedure will be 
available shortly. 

The event aims to present innovative projects in the renewable heating and cooling sector, with a view to discussing 
the conditions to support innovations in the RHC sector and to highlighting research priorities to be addressed 
in the future. The RHC-ETIP is looking forward to welcoming our members and all other stakeholders who are 
interested in our work on the definition of research and development priorities.

Call for innovative projects in the renewable heating and cooling sector

The RHC-ETIP invites experts in the RHC sector to present innovative projects at the annual event. The projects 
will be divided into 7 technology categories:

• Biomass
• District heating and cooling
• Geothermal
• Heat pumps
• Hybrid systems
• Thermal energy storage
• Solar thermal heating and cooling

One project will be selected per category. The relevant Steering Committee will select the winning projects based 
on the information provided in the application form. 

To submit your application, please fill in the online questionnaire available here. The deadline to fill in the 
questionnaire is 22nd May 2017. Winners will be notified by beginning of June and will be provided with guidelines 
to prepare their flash presentations for the RHC-event on 20th June.

SUBMIT YOUR PROJECT

http://www.rhc-platform.org/index.php?id=7
http://www.rhc-platform.org/singleview/article/rhc-etip-annual-event-innovation-in-the-renewable-heating-and-cooling-sector/?tx_ttnews%5BbackPid%5D=7&cHash=d245ed37d78b7ed8c1d6d7be5398638a
http://eurec.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=179e2b9a0ef056e61019fb73b&id=cf61e5b43e&e=094fed3c40
http://eurec.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=179e2b9a0ef056e61019fb73b&id=cf61e5b43e&e=094fed3c40
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The Norwegian Center for Geothermal Energy Research (CGER) is pleased to invite you to the 4th “GeoEnergi” conference 
May 22nd – 23rd 2017 in Bergen, Norway. The biennial conference GeoEnergi2017 gathers industry, research, business and 
management participants and covers all aspects of geothermal energy.   At the conference there will be relevant presentations 
and time for discussions and networking. 

Note that language is English May 22nd and Norwegian May 23rd.

May 22nd 

The keynote speaker of the conference is Guðmundur Ómar Friðleifsson, HS Orka, giving us the latest update from Iceland’s 
Deep Drilling Project (IDDP-2). IDDP-2 is scheduled to become the world’s hottest geothermal well and is currently Iceland’s 
deepest borehole. Throughout the day, the conference program will focus on technology transfer from oil and gas to geothermal 
energy industry, and present the latest results from national research and development projects.

May 23rd (Note that on this second day of the conference the main language will be Norwegian)

Geothermal energy as a national resource for heating and cooling solutions is the theme of the first part of the conference’s 
second day. We will hear about national projects within deep energy wells, drilling simulator, energy storage and dimensioning 
of heating and cooling systems, among other things.

Place:  Christian Michelsen Research AS, Fantoftvegen 38, Bergen, Norway.

Note that the maximum number of participants is limited to 120.

More information about GeoEnergi2017 and registration via www.cger.no

GEOTHERMAL ENERGY CONFERENCE 
- GEOENERGI2017

EVENTS: GeoEnergi2017

http://cger.no/
http://cger.no/index.cfm?id=171002&tmpl=activity
http://www.cger.no
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The twelfth GeoTHERM – expo & congress – to be held on 
1-2 March 2018 – is taking place again in its meanwhile 
successfully established form as Europe’s geothermal event 
which is also the biggest in the world. 

Accompanied by a high-quality congress programme 
covering the areas of shallow and deep geothermal energy, 
the event offers well-founded knowledge for research 
and practice as well as a perfect platform for exchange of 
experience. Competent partners from politics, science and 
industry are convinced by the concept and actively support 
the development of GeoTHERM. 

 

Call for Papers

Interested speakers can send their abstracts until 8th of 
September 2017. Detailed information is summarized in the 
Call for Papers.  

>> Call for Papers

Early bird advantage for exhibitors until 2nd of June

Are you interested in taking place at GeoTHERM as exhibitor? 
Until 2nd of June 2017 you profit from the early bird 
advantage.

>> Exhibitor Prospect

>> Application Form

Congress Programme

Are you interested in the congress programme of the event? 
Please let us know and you’ll receive it once it is finished.  

>> Request Congress Programme

www.geotherm-germany.com

EVENTS: GeoTherm 2018

http://rx1824.newsletter.reservix.de/c/26811477/cdca0dd61dae4-op3zpp
http://rx1824.newsletter.reservix.de/c/26811473/cdca0dd61dae4-op3zpp
http://rx1824.newsletter.reservix.de/c/26811474/cdca0dd61dae4-op3zpp
http://rx1824.newsletter.reservix.de/c/26811475/cdca0dd61dae4-op3zpp
http://rx1824.newsletter.reservix.de/c/26811476/cdca0dd61dae4-op3zpp
http://www.geotherm-germany.com
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EVENTS: Calendar

38th Euroheat & Power Congress 14-17th May 2017 Glasgow, United 
Kingdom Website

12th IEA Heat Pump Conference 15-18th May 2017 Rotterdam, The 
Netherlands Website

GeoEnergi 2017 22 –  23 May 2017 Bergen, Norway Website

IGC Turkey 2017 23 – 24 May 201 Izmir, Turkey Website

European Sustainable Energy Week 19 - 25th June 2017 Brussels, Belgium Website

RHC- ETIP Annual Event: Innovation in the 
renewable heating and cooling sector 20 June 2017 Brussels, Belgium Website

Sustainable Earth Sciences Conference 03 – 07  September 2017 Malmö, Sweden Website

Praxisforum Geothermie.Bayern 2017 11 – 12  September 2017 Munich, Germany Website

Der Geothermiekongress 2017 12 – 14  September 2017 Munich, Germany Website

Conference “Novel approaches for 
Geothermal Exploration”  04 – 06  October 2017 Akureyri, Iceland Website

 European Geothermal Workshop 2017 12 – 13  October 2017 Karlsruhe, Germany Website

IGC Invest Geothermal 8 - 9 November 2017 Frankfurt, Germany Website

Events Calendar

EGEC is a non-profit membership organisation whose sole aim is the pro-
motion of the geothermal industry. It supports its members by lobbying 
on their behalf.

Members from 28 countries (including private companies, national 
associations, consultants, research centres, geological surveys, and public 
authorities) make EGEC a strong and powerful network, uniting and 
representing the entire sector. 

http://www.ehpcongress.org/
http://hpc2017.org/home/
http://cmr.no/courses-and-events/10688/geoenergi-2017/
http://igc-turkey.com/
http://eusew.eu/
http://www.rhc-platform.org/singleview/article/rhc-etip-annual-event-innovation-in-the-renewable-heating-and-cooling-sector/?tx_ttnews%5BbackPid%5D=137&cHash=2360af1920f559f8813c5493f6ba574a
http://www.eage.org/event/index.php?eventid=1520&Opendivs=s3
http://www.praxisforum-geothermie.bayern/en
http://www.geothermie.de/aktuelles/der-geothermiekongress-2017/
http://www.image-fp7.eu/meetings/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.agw.kit.edu/EGW2017.php
http://investgeothermal.com/
http://egec.info/

